Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.116; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.1.
The title compound, C 8 H 9 NO 4 S, is of interest as a precursor to biologically active sulfur-containing heterocyclic cmpounds. The crystal structure displays the classical O-HÁ Á ÁO intermolecular hydrogen bonding typical for carboxylic acids forming dimers. Symmetry-related dimers are, in turn, linked through head-to-tail pairs of intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO interactions, giving rise to a zigzag chain along the c axis.
Related literature
For the synthesis and biological evaluation of sulfurcontaining heterocyclic compounds, see: Zia-ur-Rehman et al. (2005, 2006, 2007, 2008) ; Wen et al. (2005) . For related structures, see: Wen et al. (2006) ; Zhang et al. (2006) . For bondlength data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For background information, see: Berredjem et al. (2000) ; Esteve & Bidal (2002) ; La Roche & Co (1967a,b) ; Lee & Lee (2002) ; Martinez et al. (2000) ; Soledade et al. (2006) ; Xiao & Timberlake (2000) . For related literature, see: Gowda et al. (2007a,b,c) ; Kayser et al. (2004) ; La Roche & Co (1967); Vaichulis (1977) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Sulfonamide is an important functionality found in many naturally occurring as well as synthetic compounds which possess numerous types of biological activities e.g., anticonvulsant, antihypertensive, herbicidal and antimalarial (Soledade et al., 2006; Esteve & Bidal, 2002; Xiao & Timberlake, 2000; Martinez et al., 2000; Berredjem et al., 2000; Lee & Lee, 2002) activities. In addition, these are found useful as anticancer (La Roche & Co, 1967) and antitubercular (Vaichulis, 1977) agents. These are also assumed as safe antibiotics during Pregnancy (Kayser et al., 2004) .
In the present paper, the structure of the title compound has been determined as a part of our ongoing research on the synthesis and biological evaluation of sulfur containing heterocyclic compounds (Zia-ur-Rehman et al., 2005 , 2007 , 2008 . In the molecule of (I) (Fig. 1) , bond lengths and bond angles are almost similar to those in the related sulfonamide molecules (Gowda et al., 2007a,b,c) and the bond lengths are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . In the crystal structure, each molecule is linked to an inersion related one through head-to-tail pairs of O-H···O intermolecular hydrogen bonds giving rise to dimeric motifs typical for carboxylic acids. Neighbouring dimers are further arranged into zigzag chains along c axis through head-to-tail pairs of N-H···O intermolecular interactions.
A mixture of N-benzenesulfonyl glycine methyl ester (1.0 g; 4.5 mmoles) and aqueous sodium hydroxide solution (10%; 10.0 ml) was refluxed for a peiod of one hour, cooled and acidified with 1 N hydrochloric acid. A white precipitate obtained was washed with water, dried and recrystallized from methanol to obtain colourless crystals suitable for X-ray studies; m.p.
435-436K.

Refinement
All H atoms were placed in idealized positions, (C-H = 0.93-97 Å, O-H = 0.82Å, and N-H = 0.86Å), and included in the refinement in a riding-model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C and N) and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (O).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound showing the atom labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level.
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